
About Our Namesake
Dr. Charles R. Drew

Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science (CDU) is named in honor of the brilliant
African-American physician, famous for his pioneering work in blood preservation. The
University, in its emphasis on service to the community, draws its inspiration from the life of
Drew, whose short 46 years were full of achievements, learning, and sharing of his knowledge
to benefit mankind.

Charles R. Drew was born June 3, 1904, in Washington, D.C. He
attended Amherst College in Massachusetts, where his athletic
prowess in track and football earned him the Mossman trophy as
the man who contributed the most to athletics for four years. He
went on to teach biology and served as coach at Morgan State
College in Baltimore before entering McGill University School of
Medicine in Montreal. As a medical student, Drew became an
Alpha Omega Alpha Scholar and won the J. Francis Williams
Fellowship, given annually to the top five students in his
graduating class. He received his MD degree in 1933 and served
his first appointment as a faculty instructor in pathology at
Howard University from 1935 to 1936. He then became an
instructor in surgery and an assistant surgeon at Freedman's
Hospital, a federally operated facility associated with Howard
University.

In 1938, Drew was awarded a two-year Rockefeller fellowship in surgery and began
postgraduate work, earning his Doctor of Science in Surgery at Columbia University. His
doctoral thesis, "Banked Blood," was based on an exhaustive study of blood preservation
techniques. It was during a䈀ury
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